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Preparation: (Read the Touchstones Journal on the theme and the questions below.)

Business: Deal with any housekeeping items (e.g., scheduling the next gathering).

Opening Words: “Your water is in the bottles, and my water is in the bucket, but we are brothers? I am collecting garbage, and you are in the bed, but we are sisters? My fingers are broken, and your hands are so soft, but we are family? Your God is like an angel, and my God is like an evil, but we are equal? My stomach is empty, and your stomach is so big, but we are humans?”   M.F. Moonzajer

Chalice Lighting (James Vila Blake), adapted
(In unison) Love is the spirit of this church, and service is its law. This is our covenant: to dwell together in peace, to seek the truth in love, to serve human need, and to help one another.

Check-In: How is it with your spirit? What do you need to leave behind in order to be fully present here and now? (2-3 sentences)

Claim Time for Deeper Listening: This comes at the end of the gathering where you can be listened to uninterrupted for more time if needed. You are encouraged to claim time ranging between 3-5 minutes, and to honor the limit of the time that you claim.

Read the Wisdom Story: Take turns reading the following wisdom story.

Readings from the Common Bowl: Group
Members read selections from Readings from the Common Bowl as follows. Leave a few moments of silence after each to invite reflection on the meaning of the words. 

“Fairness does not mean everyone gets the same. Fairness means everyone gets what they need.”   Rick Riordan

“Justice will not be served until those who are unaffected are as outraged as those who are.”   Benjamin Franklin

“With you it is always the law, never equity.”   Rafael Sabatini

“The reality is that most people of color learn early in America that we will have to work twice as hard to get half as far, and when we fail, no one will help us fall up.”   Wajahat Ali

“Equity gives a sense of respect.”   Harjeet Khanduja

“Equity is the recognition of the fact that different people have different needs and that treating them equally is not always fair.”   Unknown

“True equity starts with ensuring that everyone has access to the most basic of needs.”   Mikki Kendall

“Men without honor cannot build an honorable country. It is height of hypocrisy to expect a country of equity from such men.”   Olawale Daniel

“If we want there to be equity and acceptance, we must learn to trample first our own arrogance.”   Abhijit Naskar

“Not everything that is faced can be changed. But nothing can be changed until it is faced.”   James Baldwin

“Equity means giving everyone what they need to be successful. It’s not about giving everyone the same thing.”   Unknown

We have to be willing to embrace the full autonomy of people who are less privileged and understand that equity means making access to opportunity easier, not deciding which opportunities they deserve.”   Mikki Kendall

“Diversity is being invited to the dance. Inclusion is being asked to Dance. Equity is allowing you to choose the Music.”   Cynthia Olmedo

“Equity is the backbone of a just society, ensuring that everyone has the opportunity to thrive regardless of their circumstances.”   Unknown

“I don’t trust anyone who’s nice to me but rude to the waiter. Because they would treat me the same way if I were in that position.”   Muhammad Ali

“Equality says we treat everyone the same, regardless of headwinds or tailwinds. Equity says we give people what they need to have the same access and opportunities as others, taking into account the headwinds they face, which may mean differential treatment for some groups.”   Dolly Chugh

“Equal access to the essentials of life, is not an ism, it is the first step towards the abolition of all isms.”   Abhijit Naskar 

“Equality does not see color, therefore, contributes to privilege. Equity sees color, recognizes systemic forms of racism and actively provided resources to level the playing field.”   Sope Agbelusi

“Justice is the state that exists when there is equity, balance, and harmony in relationships and in society. Injustice is the state that exists when unjust people do violence to peace and shalom and create inequity, imbalance, and dissonance.”   Ken Wytsma

“You can be a person with a strong passion or holy anger and be furious in a way that will make the society safer, godly, with social justice and equity.”   Sunday Adelaja

“Maybe the reason why there isn’t equity it’s because they took justness and put it to ice and it became justice. Frozen Constitutions and Fixed Legislatures.”   Goitsemang Mvula

“Let me be me, or let me be.”   Anthony Liccione

“Equity isn’t a belief, it’s the foundation of a civilized society.”   Abhijit Naskar

“Housing is a human right. There can be no fairness or justice in a society in which some live in homelessness, or in the shadow of that risk, while others cannot even imagine it.”   Jordan Flaherty

“I learned early on about the real meaning of equity and inclusion, and that when those guiding principles are not met, they can have devastating effects on individuals, families, and communities.”   Lori Lightfoot

“Until we address the pervasive structural and interpersonal threats facing communities of color, we will remain unequipped to make equity a reality.”   Wayne Messam

“When you’re accustomed to privilege, parity and equity and equality may feel like oppression.”   Raphael Warnock

“Justice that is not rooted in equity, in social welfare, and in community is not justice at all.”   DeRay Mckesson

“Equality is leaving the door open for anyone who has the means to approach it; equity is ensuring there is a pathway to that door for those who need it.”   Caroline Belden

“Equity, dignity, happiness, sustainability—these are all fundamental to our lives but absent in the GDP.”   Helen Clark

“Ethics and equity and the principles of justice do not change with the calendar.”   D.H. Lawrence

Sitting in Silence: Sit in silence together, allowing the Readings from the Common Bowl to resonate. Cultivate a sense of calm and attention to the readings and the discussion that follows (Living the Questions).

Reading: “Rapid growth in wealth inequality results in the inevitable isolation of a very small, very rich, very privileged section of the community from the material experiences of everyone else. And when this out-of-touch minority group is enfranchised to make the decisions on behalf of people they don’t know, can’t see, have no wish to understand, and think of entirely in dehumanized, transactional, abstract terms, the results for the rest of us are devastating.”   Sally McManus

Living the Questions
Explore as many of these questions as time allows. Fully explore one question before moving to the next.
1. What does equity mean to you, and how does it differ from equality?
2. In what ways has Jefferson’s assertion that “all men are created equal” served as a protection of power and privilege? What value, if any, does his assertion retain?
3. What role do privilege and power dynamics play in perpetuating inequities within society?
4. How can we ensure that marginalized communities have sufficient (not equal) access to resources and opportunities?
5. How do historical injustices continue to impact equity in society today, and what steps can be taken to address them?
6. Why is DEI important? Why is it under attack in some quarters? How can these attacks be confronted?
7. What are the potential drawbacks or challenges of pursuing equity, and how can they be addressed?
8. How was Jesus a proponent of equity? How would he act in today’s society?
9. How can pursuing equity protect and help manifest inherent worth and dignity?
10. How would you compare our seven principles with the proposed seven values?
11. In what ways does the Common Good depend on advancing equity for the marginalized?
12. How does a zero-sum game undermine the pursuit of equity?
The facilitator or group members are invited to propose additional questions that they would like to explore.

Deeper Listening: If time was claimed by individuals, the group listens without interruption to each person for the time claimed. Using a timer allows the facilitator to also listen fully.

Checking-Out: One sentence about where you are now as a result of the time spent together and the experience of exploring the theme.

Extinguishing Chalice: (Elizabeth Selle Jones) We extinguish this flame but not the light of truth, the warmth of community, or the fire of commitment. These we carry in our hearts until we are together again.

Closing Words: (Rev. Philip R. Giles)
(In unison) May the quality of our lives be our benediction and a blessing to all we touch.

image1.png
Sy,

-

Uy

w0,
TR\

\ad
4




